
FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE CONTACT : Sa r a h  Wo o l f  
559- 34 1- 0174
Ap r i l  23,  2009

10%  Water  Allocation  Already  in Jeopardy

Th e  Sa n  Lu i s  De l t a  Me n d o t a  Wa t e r  Au t h o r i t y  an d  We s t l a n d s  Wa t e r  Di s t r i c t  joi n t l y  fil e d  a  
mo t i o n  tod a y  on  be h a l f  of  the  two  mi l l i o n  Ca l i f o r n i a n s  the y  se r v e ,  se e k i n g  a  pre l i m i n a r y  
inj u n c t i o n  to  pr e v e n t  the  U.S.  Fi s h  an d  W i l d l i f e  Se r v i c e  fro m  shu t t i n g  do w n  the  pu m p s  an d  
fur t h e r  res t r i c t i n g  the  wa t e r  in  the  sy s t e m .

Ju s t  th i s  we e k  the  Bu r e a u  of  Re c l a m a t i o n  an n o u n c e d  a  10 %  al l o c a t i o n  to  So u t h  of  the  De l t a  
Co n t r a c t o r s .   Th a t  is  les s  tha n  2.5  inc h e s  of  wa t e r  pe r  ac r e  of  fa r m  gro u n d  in  the  reg i o n .  
Al r e a d y  hu n d r e d s  of  tho u s a n d s  of  ac r e s  lie  fa l l o w  fo r  the  re m a i n d e r  of  th i s  ye a r ,  an d  
tho u s a n d s  of  ac r e s  of  alm o n d s ,  pi s t a c h i o s ,  gra p e s  an d  ci t r u s  run  the  ris k  of  dy i n g  du e  to  lac k  
of  wa t e r .  

Th a t  10 %  of  wa t e r  su p p l y  co u l d  be  los t  if  the  Fi s h  an d  W i l d l i f e  Se r v i c e  im p o s e s  a  ne w  se t  of  
re s t r i c t i o n s  be g i n n i n g  on  Ma y  18

th
 on  the  Bu r e a u  of  Re c l a m a t i o n ’ s  op e r a t i o n  of  the  Ce n t r a l  

Va l l e y  Pr o j e c t  pu m p s  in  the  De l t a .   Th e s e  res t r i c t i o n s  th r e a t e n  to  pre v e n t  the  pu m p i n g  
ne c e s s a r y  to  pr o v i d e  ev e n  the  me a g e r  10 %  al l o c a t i o n .        

Un d e r  the s e  pu m p i n g  re s t r i c t i o n s ,  if,  fo r  ex a m p l e ,  ten  pe r c e n t  of  the  sm e l t  po p u l a t i o n  we r e  in  
the  vi c i n i t y  of  the  pu m p s ,  the  ne w  ru l e s  wo u l d  re s t r i c t  pu m p i n g  to  en s u r e  tha t  an y  ha r m  fro m  
the  pu m p s  wo u l d  be  lim i t e d  to  ab o u t  on e  ten t h  of  on e  pe r c e n t  of  the  ov e r a l l  po p u l a t i o n  of  
the s e  tin y  fis h.   Th i s  ru l e  wo u l d  ap p l y  ev e n  tho u g h  th i s  ye a r  the  su r v e y  da t a  sh o w  mo s t  of  the  
de l t a  sm e l t  ar e  in  fac t  far  aw a y  fro m  the  pu m p s .   Th e  ru l e  is  ba s e d  on  the  hy p o t h e t i c a l  re s u l t s  
of  a  mo d e l  ins t e a d  of  da t a  ab o u t  ac t u a l  co n d i t i o n s .     

Cu r r e n t l y ,  the  lac k  of  a  wa t e r  sup p l y  ha s  res u l t e d  in  un e m p l o y m e n t  lev e l s  at  an d  ab o v e  40 %  
in  ma n y  co m m u n i t i e s .   Ci t i z e n s  are  st a n d i n g  in  foo d  lin e s  we e k l y  to  fee d  the i r  fam i l i e s  
be c a u s e  the r e  ar e  no t  job s  av a i l a b l e  to  ha r v e s t  fru i t s  an d  veg e t a b l e s .

“The  ha r m  we  ar e  try i n g  to  pr e v e n t  is  a  pe r f e c t  illu s t r a t i o n  of  ho w  pre c a r i o u s  the  liv e s  of  tw o  
mi l l i o n  pe o p l e  an d  the  fut u r e  of  an  ind u s t r y  tha t  de l i v e r s  bi l l i o n s  of  do l l a r s  wo r t h  of  fre s h  fru i t s  
an d  ve g e t a b l e s  to  the  na t i o n  an d  the  wo r l d  ha v e  be c o m e ,”  sa i d  Jea n  Sa g o u s p e ,  Pr e s i d e n t  of  
We s t l a n d s  Wa t e r  Di s t r i c t   

As  a  res u l t  of  the  cu t b a c k s  in  fed e r a l  wa t e r  de l i v e r i e s  in  thi s  thi r d  ye a r  of  dr o u g h t ,  
un e m p l o y m e n t  rat e s  in  so m e  va l l e y  tow n s  ha v e  soa r e d  to  40  pe r c e n t .   Th e  nu m e r o u s  
de c l a r a t i o n s  fro m  va l l e y  re s i d e n t s  tha t  we r e  su b m i t t e d  to  the  U.S.  Di s t r i c t  Co u r t ,  Ea s t e r n  
Di s t r i c t  of  Ca l i f o r n i a ,  in  sup p o r t  of  the  pe t i t i o n  fo r  a  pr e l i m i n a r y  inj u n c t i o n  de t a i l  the  
con s e q u e n c e s  fo r  pe o p l e .  Fo o d  ba n k s  are  de l i v e r i n g  ov e r  1  Mi l l i o n  po u n d s  of  foo d  pe r  
mo n t h ,  a  50 %  inc r e a s e  ov e r  las t  ye a r  at  thi s  tim e .  Cr i m e  ra t e s  ar e  ris i n g  alo n g  wi t h  the  ne e d  



fo r  he a l t h  ca r e  an d  ot h e r  so c i a l  se r v i c e s .  Re v e n u e s  to  su p p o r t  po l i c e  an d  fir e  an d  ot h e r  
mu n i c i p a l  se r v i c e s  ar e  pl u m m e t i n g .  Sc h o o l  at t e n d a n c e  is  de c l i n i n g  as  fam i l i e s  are  fo r c e d  to  
mo v e .  An d  ai r  po l l u t i o n  is  inc r e a s i n g  as  a  res u l t  of  the  du s t  fro m  hu n d r e d s  of  tho u s a n d s  of  
ac r e s  of  va c a n t  fie l d s .  

Th e  ac t i o n  wa s  tak e n  tod a y  in  ho p e s  of  br i n g i n g  rea s o n  to  the  cou r t s  ab o u t  the  hu m a n  ne e d s  
tha t  ha v e  be e n  di s r e g a r d e d  in  the  na m e  of  pro t e c t i n g  a  spe c i e s  of  fis h  in  on e  spe c i f i c  
loc a t i o n  wi t h o u t  loo k i n g  at  the  ec o s y s t e m  as  a  wh o l e  in  an  ef f o r t  to  so l v e  the  pro b l e m .  
Pe o p l e  ar e  af f e c t e d  tod a y  by  the s e  ac t i o n s  tha t  ha v e  ma d e  it  im p o s s i b l e  to  de l i v e r  wa t e r  to  
the  ci t i z e n s  of  the  st a t e .


