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California  needs  a  water  system  for the  21 st  century  
Putting our people back to work, restoring reliability, and providing an affordable and 

adequate water supply for our future needs.

To d a y ,  Th o m a s  Bi r m i n g h a m ,  Ge n e r a l  Ma n a g e r  of  We s t l a n d s  Wa t e r  Di s t r i c t ,  ma d e  t he  
fol l o w i n g  co m m e n t  ab o u t  the  Bu r e a u  of  Re c l a m a t i o n ’ s  an n o u n c e m e n t  of  a  10 %  al l o c a t i o n  
for  so u t h- of-De l t a  Ce n t r a l  Va l l e y  Pr o j e c t  irr i g a t i o n  co n t r a c t o r s :   In  the  pr e s e n t  
ci r c u m s t a n c e s ,  ev e r y  dro p  of  wa t e r  co u n t s  an d  we  ap p r e c i a t e  ge t t i n g  thi s  ten  pe r c e n t  
al l o c a t i o n .   Ho w e v e r ,  in  ter m s  of  inc r e a s e d  ac r e a g e  un d e r  pr o d u c t i o n ,  a  ten  pe r c e n t  
al l o c a t i o n  wo n ' t  do  mu c h  for  fa r m e r s ,  far m  wo r k e r s ,  or  sm a l l  bu s i n e s s  af f e c t e d  by  the  low  
wa t e r  al l o c a t i o n .   It  wi l l  me a n  tha t  far m e r s  wh o  ot h e r w i s e  wo u l d  us e  gro u n d w a t e r  to  
irr i g a t e  orc h a r d s  or  vin e y a r d s  wi l l  no w  be  ab l e  to  red u c e  pu m p i n g  of  gr o u n d w a t e r .   

Th e  Di s t r i c t  is  con t i n u i n g  to  wo r k  wi t h  Re c l a m a t i o n  an d  DW R  to  imp l e m e n t  a  nu m b e r  of  
ac t i o n s  tha t  wo u l d  en a b l e  Re c l a m a t i o n  to  mo v e  ad d i t i o n a l  wa t e r  th r o u g h  the  De l t a  fo r  
de l i v e r y  to  ou r  fa r m e r s ,  an d  I am  ve r y  ho p e f u l  tha t  ne x t  mo n t h  the  al l o c a t i o n  wi l l  inc r e a s e .  
Un l e s s  the  al l o c a t i o n  is  inc r e a s e d  the r e  wi l l  be  lit t l e ,  if  an y  re l i e f  for  the  fa r m e r s  wh o  
de p e n d  on  the s e  su p p l i e s  or  the  ten s  of  tho u s a n d s  of  wo r k i n g  fam i l i e s  wh o  are  no w  
wi t h o u t  job s  be c a u s e  of  the  ex i s t i n g  wa t e r  sho r t a g e .   Th e  go v e r n m e n t ’ s  an n o u n c e m e n t  
tod a y  is  no t  go i n g  to  red u c e  the  un e m p l o y m e n t  lev e l s  tha t  ha v e  bl i g h t e d  ou r  co m m u n i t i e s  
or  sho r t e n  the  lin e s  at  ou r  loc a l  foo d  ba n k s .  

In  We s t l a n d s  Wa t e r  Di s t r i c t  hu n d r e d s  of  tho u s a n d s  of  ac r e s  of  pro d u c t i v e  fa r m l a n d s  ha v e  
al r e a d y  be e n  fa l l o w e d .  Mi l l i o n s  of  do l l a r s  wo r t h  of  orc h a r d s  ha v e  be e n  pu l l e d  ou t  an d  
de s t r o y e d .

Th o u s a n d s  of  pe o p l e  fro m  al l  ov e r  the  Ce n t r a l  Va l l e y  ma r c h e d  tog e t h e r  las t  we e k  to  se n d  
a  sim p l e  me s s a g e  to  Wa s h i n g t o n  an d  Sa c r a m e n t o  –  the  go v e r n m e n t  ca n n o t  con t i n u e  to  
ign o r e  the  imp a c t  of  the  wa t e r  su p p l y  cr i s i s  on  pe o p l e .    

Th e  dr o u g h t  co n t i n u e s .  Bu t  we  ha v e  fac e d  dro u g h t s  be f o r e  an d  ma n a g e d  the m  mu c h  
be t t e r .  Th e  pr o b l e m  is  tha t  the  ru l e s  ha v e  ch a n g e d .  

Th e  lar g e s t  pa r t  of  Ca l i f o r n i a ’ s  de v e l o p e d  wa t e r  su p p l y  do e s n ’ t  go  to  se r v e  the  fa r m s  or  
ci t i e s  an y  mo r e .  Ne a r l y  ha l f  of  ou r  fre s h w a t e r  su p p l i e s  ha v e  be e n  red i r e c t e d  ins t e a d  to  
be n e f i t  fis h  an d  ha b i t a t  an d  a  ho s t  of  ot h e r  en v i r o n m e n t a l  pu r p o s e s  tha t  we r e  no t  ev e n  
ima g i n e d  wh e n  the  wa t e r  sy s t e m  wa s  bu i l t .  

Th e  ten  pe r c e n t  al l o c a t i o n  an n o u n c e d  tod a y  wi l l  yi e l d  ap p r o x i m a t e l y  1 1 9 , 000  ac r e  fee t  of  
wa t e r  for  We s t l a n d s .   Bu t  be c a u s e  of  ne w  en v i r o n m e n t a l  re s t r i c t i o n s  imp o s e d  by  the  Fi s h  
&  Wi l d l i f e  Se r v i c e  in  De c e m b e r  2008,  the  Ce n t r a l  Va l l e y  Pr o j e c t  an d  the  St a t e  Wa t e r  



Pr o j e c t  ha v e  al r e a d y  se n t  al m o s t  300,000  ac r e  fee t  of  wa t e r  to  wa s t e  in t o  the  oc e a n  in  
jus t  the  firs t  thr e e  mo n t h s  of  thi s  ye a r .

Th e  les s o n  he r e  is  sim p l e .  It  wa s  wr i t t e n  on  the  fac e s  of  the  tho u s a n d s  of  pe o p l e  wh o  
ma r c h e d  las t  we e k .  Ca l i f o r n i a  ne e d s  a  wa t e r  sy s t e m  for  the  21 st cen t u r y  tha t  wi l l  pu t  ou r  
pe o p l e  ba c k  to  wo r k ,  re s t o r e  re l i a b i l i t y ,  an d  pr o v i d e  an  ad e q u a t e  wa t e r  sup p l y  for  ou r  
fut u r e  ne e d s .   
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