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Passage of the Emergency Drought Relief Act 

 
 
FRESNO, CA - Westlands Water District General Manager Thomas Birmingham issued the 
following statement upon the passage by the United States Senate of the Emergency Drought 
Relief Act, sponsored by Senators Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer:  
 
“Passage of this legislation by the Senate marks an important milestone in the effort by 
members of California’s congressional delegation from both sides of the aisle to provide some 
relief from the disastrous human and economic impacts of drought and restrictions imposed on 
operations of the Central Valley Project and State Water Project under the Endangered Species 
Act and other federal regulations.  The fact that this bill passed by unanimous consent is a 
testament to the hard work of Senator Feinstein, with support from Senator Boxer and members 
of the House of Representatives, to explain to senators from other states the urgent need for 
and the importance of this legislation to the people of California.” 
 
“Westlands Water District expresses its great appreciation for the hard work of Senator 
Feinstein and her colleagues in obtaining passage of this legislation.  We look forward to 
working with Senator Feinstein and Members of the House in their efforts to reconcile this 
legislation with legislation that has already passed in the House.  It is Westlands’ hope that this 
process can begin quickly, and we are confident that Senator Feinstein and her colleagues in 
the House will be able to identify common sense solutions that will restore water supplies, while 
providing reasonable protections for fish.  The tens-of-thousands of people who otherwise will 
be unemployed and the welfare of people around the state depend on a meaningful 
compromise being reached quickly.” 
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