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SENATE WATER BILL INTRODUCTION IS WELCOMED NEWS 
FOR MULTIPLE WATER AGENCIES 

 
FRESNO, CA – Last week’s introduction of Senator Dianne Feinstein’s legislation, the 
California Emergency Drought Relief Act of 2015, is welcomed news for the people of the 
State of California and the Central Valley enduring another devastating dry year. Once again, 
multiple Central Valley water agencies joined together to express their unified voice in support 
of an expeditious passage by the Senate. This bill comes on the heels of the introduction and 
passage by the House of Representatives of H.R. 2898, the Western Water and American Food 
Security Act of 2015.  
 
“We are encouraged by Senator Feinstein’s actions with the introduction of this legislation. 
There is no time to lose as the damaging effects of the drought continue to wreak havoc on local 
communities, businesses, farms and farmworkers in the San Joaquin Valley and other regions 
of the State. Immediate solutions are needed, and the District looks forward to working with 
Members of both the House and Senate to find a reasonable solution that will benefit our great 
State.” 

--Don Peracchi, Chairman of the Board, Westlands Water District 
 
“The South Valley Water Association thanks Senator Feinstein for introducing the California 
Emergency Drought Relief Act of 2015 and encourages the balance of the Senate to make 
quick work in passing the bill immediately upon return from the August recess. This is a further 
important step to get legislation that will help those many farms and communities in California 
who are going without water. We look forward to the members of Congress resolving key 
differences between the California Emergency Drought Relief Act and H.R. 2898, the Western 
Water and American Food Security Act of 2015, and finding real water supply solutions. The 
members of the South Valley Water Association stand ready to assist in any way we can.” 

--Dan Vink, Executive Director, South Valley Water Association 
 



“The San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors Water Authority thanks Senator Feinstein for the 
introduction of the California Emergency Drought Relief Act of 2015. We realize this is another 
important step to passing a bill out of the Senate later this year that provides a meaningful 
legislative solution to the long-standing water supply shortages that is crippling the state. We 
are optimistic that members of Congress and the Senate can resolve the key differences in this 
bill, and the previously passed House Bill H.R. 2898, the Western Water and American Food 
Security Act of 2015. The Authority looks forward to working with our legislative leaders to pass 
legislation that benefits all of California.”  

--Steve Chedester, Executive Director, San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors  
Water Authority 

 
“There is no more important issue facing the Valley than the drought. It is a statewide crisis with 
the most direct and severe impacts in the Valley. The Kern County Water Agency appreciates 
Senator Feinstein’s and Senator Boxer’s efforts to help reduce the drought’s terrible impacts by 
introducing a bill in the Senate that can improve water supplies for farms and cities. We are 
anxious for the House and Senate to start working on a compromise between Congressman 
Valadao’s bill and the bill in the Senate, and we encourage the Senate to take swift action on 
the Feinstein/Boxer bill so that process can begin.”  

--Ted R. Page, Board President, Kern County Water Agency 
 
“No area of the State, and perhaps the nation, has suffered more disproportionately the harmful 
stress of chronic water supply shortages. The San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority is 
appreciative of the effort of Senators Feinstein and Boxer on the recently introduced California 
Emergency Drought Relief Act of 2015 bill in the Senate. This bill is not only important to the 
San Joaquin Valley, but it is also vital for the entire state of California. We encourage the 
Senate to act swiftly, and encourage both the House and Senate legislators to begin work 
immediately on a meaningful compromise bill to ensure that long-awaited and much-needed 
relief is realized.”  

--Dan Nelson, Executive Director, San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority 
 
 “Friant Water Authority welcomes the introduction of Senate Bill 1894, the California 
Emergency Drought Relief Act of 2015, and we thank Senator Feinstein and her staff for all their 
efforts in bringing this bill forward. The immediate task is to pass Senate legislation so that work 
can begin to craft a compromise with the House-passed legislation. Our farms and communities 
have suffered more under these water cutbacks than any other area in the nation. Our people 
are desperate for solutions that will provide real water for our area. This bill is a critically 
important step in the process of developing compromise legislation that can be signed into law 
by the President this year. As the bill advances, Friant looks forward to working with our 
representatives on both sides of the aisle to achieve drought legislation that will provide real 
relief for the 2016 water year and beyond.”  

--Eric Borba, Chair, Friant Water Authority 
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