WATER POLICY AND THE FUTURE OF THE SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY

A recent economic impact study, The Implications of Agricultural Water for the
Central Valley by Dr. Michael Shires, verifies the vital economic role that water
plays in the agriculture-driven Central Valley. The results of the study emphasize
that agriculture functions as the main economic driver of the region, providing
for one of every six jobs. The study then demonstrates the lack of a viable
replacement industry for those agricultural jobs and illustrates how policies that
reduce water deliveries consequently damage the local economy.
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