
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

The 2025 Economic Impact Report tells a clear story: when water fows, the Valley thrives and when it 
doesn’t, we all lose. Using the most recent data from 2022, the report confrms that Westlands Water District 
remains a cornerstone of California’s food supply and a major economic engine for the region. But it also 
reveals the steep cost of two consecutive years of zero surface water allocations: billions in lost economic 
activity, thousands of jobs gone, and millions less in tax revenues for schools, roads, and public safety. 
Beyond the numbers, water shortages ripple through every part of life; more fallowed land means higher 
Valley Fever rates and increased bird strike risks at Lemoore Naval Air Station. This report breaks down 
the data behind the impacts and underscores why reliable water is essential for the health, safety, and 
prosperity of our communities. 
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In 2019, with a 75% water allocation, Westlands agriculture powered over 4.7 billion in economic activity, supported 
over 35,000 jobs, and generated robust tax revenues of over $705.5 billion to support community services. 

By 2022... after two consecutive years of zero surface water allocation: 

27,600 Jobs 

Economic 
activity down 

$1.2 billion 
dropping the region’s 

total economic activity 
by 25% 

Nearly 7,500 
jobs lost, 

enough to have put a 
ffth of Fresno County’s 

unemployed back to 
work. 

$3.6 billion 
Crop production 
value fell 28%; 

production of 
vegetables and melons 
fell from 5.4% to 2.8% 
after several years of 

limited water. 

Increase in Valley Fever 
Fallowed land due to water shortages 

is correlated with rising cases of 
Valley Fever, a concern in the region. 

$2.9 billion 
Secondary 

ag businesses 
lost 20% 

or hundreds of 
millions less for 

truckers, suppliers, and 
local shops. 

Tax revenues 
shrank by $96 

million, 
slashing funds for 

schools, roads, and 
public safety. 

$1.1 billion $609 Million 

Increase in Bird Strikes 
More fallowed land also increases the risk of bird 

strikes at Lemoore Naval Air Station, with economic 
and safety & national security implications. 

Restoring fallowed acres since 2019 could have meant $202.2 
million more in fruit and nut production from Westlands growers in 
2024, almost ofsetting the amount of imports. 

Visit out website for the full Economic Report - wwd.ca.gov 

https://wwd.ca.gov

